AV’s Precision Hardware Points Artemis Il Laser Link to Earth

April 15, 2026 12:34 PM EDT

AV’s precision hardware enabled ultra-accurate laser pointing and unlocked faster, higher-volume data transmission from deep space

ARLINGTON, Va.--(BUSINESS WIRE)--Apr. 15, 2026-- AeroVironment, Inc. (‘AV”) (NASDAQ: AVAV) today announced that its precision pointing
hardware was on board NASAs historic Artemis Il Mission as part of the Orion Artemis 1l Optical Communications System (020) — a laser
communications terminal developed by the Massachusetts Institute of Technology Lincoln Laboratory in collaboration with NASA Goddard Space
Flight Center.

During the Artemis Il mission, O20 used lasers to send high-resolution video and images of the lunar surface back to Earth. AV’s best-in-class laser
gimbal allowed the spacecraft to precisely point the laser at terrestrial receivers, providing high-speed data links between astronauts in lunar orbit and
ground stations. The technology enabled data transfer at speeds “orders of magnitude more than we get via our S-band telemetry system,” NASA
Flight Director Rick Henfling told the New York Times.

“Contributing to the Artemis Il mission is an honor for our team,” said Wahid Nawabi, Chairman, President and Chief Executive Officer at AV. “Our role
is focused but critical: making sure the laser communications beam is precisely pointed back to Earth so that astronauts can send large volumes of
data quickly and reliably.”

As part of 020 payload, AV delivered a two-axis gimbal and launch latch assembly that provided coarse pointing of the laser communications beam
toward the ground station as the spacecraft changed orientation during its mission. The O20 laser communications terminal was delivered to NASA in
2023 to support the Artemis Il mission.

“Laser communications systems like 020 dramatically increase the speed and amount of data a mission can send and receive in a single
transmission compared to traditional radio frequency systems,” said Mary Clum, President of Space, Cyber and Directed Energy at AV. “When you can
return more images, more video and more science data, you accelerate discovery — and that’s what ultimately advances human exploration.”

AV also supplied multiple fast steering mirrors that provide jitter stabilization and extremely fine pointing adjustments to compensate for small motions
on board the spacecraft caused by equipment operation, crew movement and environmental disturbances while in flight.

All of these components are precision-engineered to survive the intense vibration and acceleration of launch on one of the world’s largest rockets and
then deliver ultra-stable performance in space. Together, they enable payload pointing with an accuracy on the order of a single micro-radian—roughly
equivalent to hitting a one millimeter target from one kilometer away.

Historically, AV has delivered over 150 subsystems across critical mission areas, including laser communications, for a range of customers. AV’s work
on the Artemis Il laser communications terminal builds on the company’s decades of experience in advanced electro -optical systems, precision
pointing mechanisms and mission-critical hardware for challenging space environments.

About AV

AeroVironment (‘AV”) (NASDAQ: AVAV) is a defense technology leader delivering integrated capabilities across air, land, sea, space, and cyber. The
Company develops and deploys autonomous systems, loitering munitions, counter-UAS technologies, space-based platforms, directed energy
systems, and cyber and electronic warfare capabilities—built to meet the mission needs of today’s warfighter and tomorrow’s conflicts. At the core of
these technologies lies AV_Halo™, a modular, mission-ready suite of Al-powered software tools that empowers warfighters and enables full-battlefield
dominance: detect, decide, deliver. With a national manufacturing footprint and a deep innovation pipeline, AV delivers proven systems and future-
defining capabilities at speed, scale, and operational relevance. For more information, visit www.avinc.com.

Safe Harbor Statement

Certain statements in this press release may constitute "forward-looking statements” as defined in the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995.
These statements are based on current expectations, forecasts, and assumptions that involve risks and uncertainties, which could cause actual
results to differ materially. Factors that may cause such differences include, but are not limited to, our ability to perform under existing contracts and
obtain new ones; regulatory changes; competitor activities; market growth; product development challenges; market acceptance of new products; and
general economic conditions. For a more detailed discussion of these risks, please refer to AeroVironment'’s filings with the Securities and Exchange
Commission. We undertake no obligation to update forward-looking statements as a result of new information or future events.

View source version on businesswire.com: https://www businesswire com/news/home/20260414042875/en/

AV Investor Contact:
Denise Pacioni

ir@avinc.com
805.795.4108

AV Media Contact:

BJ Koubaroulis
bj.koubaroulis@avinc.com
747.324.5358

Source: AeroVironment, Inc.


https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nytimes.com%2F2026%2F04%2F07%2Fscience%2Fartemis-2-moon-nasa-astronauts-crew.html&esheet=54510956&newsitemid=20260414042875&lan=en-US&anchor=told+the+New+York+Times&index=1&md5=2132b35ab54f7c15d8cc70ac5b36d6f2
https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nasa.gov%2Fdirectorates%2Fsomd%2Fspace-communications-navigation-program%2Fnasa-laser-communications-terminal-delivered-for-artemis-ii-moon-mission%2F&esheet=54510956&newsitemid=20260414042875&lan=en-US&anchor=was+delivered+to+NASA&index=2&md5=ba90ff61729964693a1637b239b10ca9
https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.avinc.com%2F&esheet=54510956&newsitemid=20260414042875&lan=en-US&anchor=www.avinc.com&index=3&md5=137166e5432a6a79600721126550d0d8
http://businesswire.com/
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20260414042875/en/
mailto:ir@avinc.com
mailto:bj.koubaroulis@avinc.com

