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René Carbone Bardorf Joins AV as VP of Marketing and Communications

July 23, 2024 1:10 PM EDT
ARLINGTON, Va.--(BUSINESS WIRE)--Jul. 23, 2024-- René Carbone Bardorf has joined AeroVironment (AV) as Vice President of Marketing and
Communications. In line with the company’s continuous growth trajectory, Bardorf joins to lead AV’s global strategic marketing and oversee all facets
of corporate communications strategy and execution. She will be based at AV’s corporate headquarters in Arlington, Virginia, under the leadership of
Senior Vice President for Government Relations and Communications, Church Hutton.

This press release features multimedia. View the full release here: https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20240723588581/en/

“René’s deep understanding of the national security landscape and
today’s evolving global security challenges will be invaluable as we
continue to grow,” said AV’s CEO and Chairman Wahid Nawabi. “Her
track record as a strategic communicator and brand developer
enhances our leadership team and opens opportunities to share the
AV story with new audiences. I am thrilled that René has joined our
team.”

Bardorf’s career includes service as Deputy Assistant Secretary of
Defense for Public Affairs for three Secretaries of Defense, SVP for Marketing and Communications at Business Executives for National Security
(BENS), Chief Communications Officer at National Defense Industrial Association (NDIA) and SVP for Government Relations at Wounded Warrior
Project. Throughout that career, she led teams in transformational brand strategy development, stakeholder outreach, organizational messaging,
strategic partnerships, and national security media relations.

She also led efforts to invest millions in grants, advocated for veterans through legislative testimonies, and spearheaded significant community
outreach initiatives. As the founding Executive Director of the Bob Woodruff Foundation, Bardorf led partnerships raising substantial venture
philanthropy funding, driving impactful efforts in support of national security and veterans. Her corporate branding efforts at NDIA and BENS displayed
an innovative approach to building and maintaining strong, resonant brands in the defense sector.

“I’m thrilled to join AV during such a transformative time,” said Bardorf. “The extraordinary commitment to innovation and support for the warfighter is
truly remarkable. As a global leader in defense tech, AV is at the forefront of groundbreaking advancements. I look forward to leading our marketing
and comms strategy to showcase these achievements and help drive ongoing success.”

René Bardorf’s appointment reflects AV’s commitment to ensuring the company’s innovative contributions to national security are effectively
communicated to all stakeholders.

ABOUT AEROVIRONMENT

AeroVironment (NASDAQ: AVAV) is a global leader in intelligent multi-domain robotic systems, uncrewed aircraft and ground systems, sensors,
software analytics and connectivity. Headquartered in Arlington, Virginia, AeroVironment delivers actionable intelligence so our customers can
proceed with certainty. For more information, visit www.avinc.com.

SAFE HARBOR STATEMENT

Certain statements in this press release may constitute "forward-looking statements" as that term is defined in the Private Securities Litigation Reform
Act of 1995. These statements are made on the basis of current expectations, forecasts and assumptions that involve risks and uncertainties,
including, but not limited to, economic, competitive, governmental and technological factors outside of our control, that may cause our business,
strategy or actual results to differ materially from those expressed or implied. Factors that could cause actual results to differ materially from the
forward-looking statements include, but are not limited to, our ability to perform under existing contracts and obtain additional contracts; changes in the
regulatory environment; the activities of competitors; failure of the markets in which we operate to grow; failure to expand into new markets; failure to
develop new products or integrate new technology with current products; and general economic and business conditions in the United States and
elsewhere in the world. For a further list and description of such risks and uncertainties, see the reports we file with the Securities and Exchange
Commission. We do not intend, and undertake no obligation, to update any forward-looking statements, whether as a result of new information, future
events or otherwise.

View source version on businesswire.com: https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20240723588581/en/
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